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INSIDE

March/April 1988

JOURNALISM

A Newsletter Published by the Journalism Department of Columbia College

CENSORSHIP
DEBATE CONTINUES

Teachers and students alike are
still discussing the implications of the
Supreme Court’s recent decision ap-
proving censorship of high school
student newspapers.

Les Brownlee, advisor for the
Columbia Chronicle, opposes the
decision. He says, "Sure students will
make some mistakes. Sure there are
going to be abuses, but even these are
better than a situation in which an ad-
ministration is allowed to clamp
down on expression.”

Many journalists and educators

feel that the decision will dampen the
curiosity of young people and inhibit
the learning process.

Carolyn Hulse, instructor and in-
ternship coordinator in the Jour-
nalism Department, strongly disap-
proves of what she interprets as
"society trying to put blinders on
young people and force them into an
unthinking acceptance of the status
quo.”

Carolyn adds, "Because young
people are frequently ill-informed
about life’s most critical problems,
repressing their exploration of these
problems does no more than guaran-
tee the spread of ignorance.”

Media Law and Ethics instructor
Holly Garland feels that the Court

TEA'GHEH*S ARTICLE CAUSES FLACK

One day you migh
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t write an article that wll] strike a nerve in some nf:mur

readers or advertisers. The article might cause readers to cancel subscnpuuns

or advertisers to pull their ads.

That's what happened to L}rnanﬂcr a free lance writer and mwcmnnag
structor at Columbia, She wrote an arlicle concerning gay law students and the

discrimination they face. It appeared as a cover story, entitled "The Legal
Closet,” in the February issue of the Student Lawyer, a Chicago-based publica-
tion of the American Bar Association, Apparently because of it, the U.S. Army
pulled an ad from the issue.

*This action confirms what my article was abu:rutu-ﬂlat homosexuals face a lot
of discrimination in terms nfcam:r 54y L}rnn._. whu i5 also mntﬁbuhng bd:h:-r
for the publication.

Lynn is happy that the ABA pubhcauun ran the article, in spite of the at-
tempted intimidation. "The Smhnthﬁﬁrmm&w&dﬂ > lost income
represents a significant sum for a small publication.” i

- The Army did not disclose why it was pulling the ad, amnrdmg t-::—I.}nn. But
it obviously knew I]:a.t the am-r.lu contained information it would prefer m::t tn
56 In print.

She advises students not to get dmmm-agad if sumﬂhmg they write npsets
someone. “It's part of the business. You're not writing to make pmph Eap;q!
‘l’mmmﬂngtn]:upth:mmfnrm:d" -Erlc Petmmn: Sl

o
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underestimates the intelligence of
newspaper rcaders and says she is
against any branch of government in-
terfering in freedom of speech--al-
though, she adds, proper guidelines
should be provided.

Although disappointed in the
decision, Nick Shuman,_ instructor for
the Journalism Graduate Program,
says that proper instruction can have
positive cffects on the developing
high school press.

"Young reporters and editors can
benefit from supervision from their
seniors in preparation for similar
controls established by publishers of
the news organizations they may be
working for in the future,” Nick says.

Larry Yellen, Investigative
Producer for WLS-TV and instruc-
tor for Media Law and Ethics,
focussed on the aspect of prior
restraint, implicit in the decision,
which he says sets a bad example and
a bad precedent.

"I think prior restraint should be
allowed in the rarest of circumstan-
ces. Any time you allow higher
authority to restrict publication until
approval, you say that prior restraint
is permissible.”

College press across the nation,
noted to be the boldest of student
press, was certainly relieved to find
that the Supreme Court specifically



excluded college and university pub-
lications from their decision.

The editor of the Chronicle,
Penny Mateck, says she is pleased
that the issue is not relevant to college
papers. Al the same time, she sees a
nced for pertinent advising from the
faculty.

*The Chronicle is an extension of
the Journalism Department and it’s a

learning process,” says Penny.

Mat Lehrman, Journalism Depart-
ment Chairman, agrees. He sees the

student press as a training ground for
the real market.

"You don't teach students a sense
of responsibility by dictating to them,
and I ceriamly don't intend to tell

anybody what they can print and what
they can’t print,” says Nat. "I do,
however, want them to learn to avoid
irresponsible writing--whether it's
protected by the First Amendment or
not." =Josephine Gibson

COPY EDITING:
TASTES LIKE
SPINACH, WORKS
LIKE MAGIC

For most journalism students,
copy editing is like pulling teeth. The
painstaking process of weeding out

errors and tightening up writing is
enough to drive the budding jour-
nalist into another profession.

However, good copy editing is
vital to maintaining the editorial in-
tegrity of a publication, according to
three instructors at Columbia Col
lege.

"Sound editing maintains
credibility, which is a publication’s
goal,” says instructor Lynn Miller.
"Copy editors are the backstop for
that, If everything works the way it
should, copy editors catch errors, fill
holes and improve the writing of a
publication.”

When a publication’s copy editing
breaks down, it loses its readability,
according to Gary Hengstler, news
editor of the American Bar Associa-
tion Journal and a copy editing in-
structor at Columbia. He says that
when this happens, a destructive
trickle-down effect occurs, which ul-
timately leads to the publication’s
loss of credibility. And this obvious-
ly can create a risk of losing sub-
scribers and advertisers.

Precise copy editing also provides
a publication with its style.

"All great publications, such as the
Wall Street Journal or the New York
Times, have distinct styles,” says Bill
Prewitt, Newsroom Electronics
Manager of the Sun-Times and in-
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Department’s Editing on Computers
course.

*The reporter can dictate the style,
but it is the copy editor who fortifies
it,” says Bill,

All three instructors agree that
learning good copy editing skills s
helpful to all journalism students.

"Copy editing skills are an excel-
lent foundation for you, regardless of
your particular interest in jour-
nalism,” says Bill. "A person with
these types of skills can adapt himself
to any situation.”

Among the advantages of having
good copy skills is that it improves
YOUr own writing.

"This is because, once you learn to
critique the writing of others, you can
apply the skill to your own,” says
Lynn, who also points out that there
arc more copy editing jobs than

reporting positions.

"Copy editing is traditionally the
area with the most jobs. Most jour-
nalists, if they have management am-
bition, will at some point have to put
in some Lime at a copy desk.”

Journalism Department Chair-
man Nat Lehrman adds that, "Even
though copy editing feels and tastes
like spinach, journalism students
must learn to digest it--if for no other
reason than they'll be tested on
usage, spelling and line editing in
their entry-level jobs. Lacking a
competent and confident knowledge
of these skills, they won't get the job
in the first place.” --Eric Peterson

DEMYSTIFYING
SCIENCE

The ostracizing of Ryan White,
the Indiana school boy who con-
tracted AIDS through a blood trans-
fusion, is a perfect example of how
scientific ignorance can result in fear
and irresponsible behavior.

Ryan, now happy and accepted in



a new home town, testified before
members of Congress recently that
an i1ntensive AIDS education
program in his community made the
fear and hate disappear.

Columbia College's Journalism
Department is leading the charge
against scientific ignorance through
its new program in Science Writing &
Reporting. Developed in coopera-
tion with Columbia’s Science
Department, the program was intro-
duced this Spring to meet the rising
demand for writers who can, simply
and accurately, communicate scien-
tific and technical information,

Columbia’s new program, by join-
ing wriling and reporting skills wath
scientific knowledge, is committed to
training a new kind of journalist--one
who can bridge the widening gap be-
tween the scientific community and a
public which needs scientific and
technical information to make in-
formed, responsible decisions.

Students who complete the
Science Writing & Reporting
program will be able to bring scien-
tific knowledge and a humane
perspective to today’s most critical is-
sucs--issues such as nuclear energy
and nuclear waste, pollution and the
environment, genclic cngincering,
AIDS and discase prevention, the
space program, compulers, drugs,
and health and nutrition.

Graduates will find that
Columbia’s new program is unique in
the Chicago area and that the
demand for their skills is high, An ex-
citing array of challenging, well-
paying job opportunities await the
skilled science writer (especially one
who makes a science writing inter-
nship part of hisfher required
credits).

In addition to science reporting
assignments On mMajor newspapers
and magazines, there are jobs for
science wrilers in many areas of
government, on scientific and techni-
cal trade publications, in public in-
formation offices of large corpora-
tions, and in industries with technical
writing requirements. --Carolyn
Hulse

THE BUSINESS OF
WRITING

You're a journalism student, and
you want to know how to get your ar-
ticles published in newspapers or
magazines. A published article is not
only good for your resume, but it’s
also a good way to earn money doing
what you like to do.

The Journalism Department of-
fersa coursein in¢ article writ-
ing, taught this semester by Michael
Kicfer. Michael has been published
in a number of major magazines, in-
cluding Playboy and Esquire. Here’s
what he says about some of the basics
of placing articles:

*The first thing you have to do is
your homework. Ask yvourself if the
magazine is appropriate for the ar-
ticle you're writing. Famiharnze
yourself with the magazine and the
editors to determine what section
your article should go in. When you
make your first call, find out who
edits the section of the magazine
you're interesied in.

*MNext, contact the editor by
phone, introduce yourself and try to
appear confidenl. Tell the editor
your idea, and think of this as your
first interview. If you're nervous, it
helps that you can’t be seen, Michael
points out,

*The primary purpose of the
phone callisto let the editor know the
article is coming. Never send a story
to a magazine that an editor is not ex-
pecling.

*When you write your query let-
ter, remind the editor of the call and
explain again what the article is
about. Think of it as your second in-
tervicw and give it your best shot.
This is your first chance to show the
editor how you write. As you wrile
your arlicle, recall all the lessons
you've learned about being profes-
sional. Do your research and get
your facts straight. If you have a
deadline--meet it. Editors like to
“Er.:;lrl: with people who are depend-
able.

Michael’s final advice is, "Put
your psyche in neutral and send the
article with an open mind, Remem-
ber, the tastes of editors differ wide-
ly and a rejection from any one of
them doesn’t make you a bad person.
You've got to keep your ego elastic.”
=Larry DuBose

ALUMNI PROFILE:
GREG WALKER

Alumnus Greg Walker says
Broadcast Writing and Copy Editing

-~ |

J-Alumnus Greg Walker

are two courses that have helped him
the most since he began working for
Associated Press in 1985,

Greg, who graduated from
Columbia a year later, works the
rewrite desk, handles call-backs, and
monitors wires and newspapers at
Associated Press in Chicago during
the late night shaft.

He also worked at the Southtown
Economist as a stringer in 1987 for
about a year, covering school board
meetings and several City Hall offices
in the south suburban area.

All of this didnt happen over-
night. Greg, who graduated with a
3.8 grade point average, says that stu-
dents have to be dedicated.

He also stresses that they should
apply for the various scholarships
that are available, such as the John
Fischetti Journalism Scholarship, or



the Al Weisman Communications
Scholarship.

Greg received full tuition from a
Fischetti Scholarship and received
$300 from the Weisman fund, which
he says helped him financially and ex-
posed him to a lot of people who
w::lu]d not have noticed him other-
WISE,

He also says the Weisman
Scholarship helped him launch a
project called Comics and Educa-
tion, a handbook geared toward
educators on how to teach reading
skills by using comic books.

Greg has done some free lance
writing and was a reporter for the
Columbia Chrenicle, where he was
able to use his interviewing and inter-
pretive reporting skills.

In giving advice to other jour-
nalism students, Greg quotes jour-
nalist Carl Rowan, who once told
him, "Be serious and remember there
are more than eight hours in a day in
which to work.” —Carla Jones

JOURNALISM CLUB

We've formed a Journalism Club
as a first step toward establishing a
student chapter of The Sodety of
Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta
Chi, an organization aimed at serving
the needs of the journalism com-
munity.

The club will sponsor many ac-
tivities. For example, journalism per-
sonalities from radio, t.v. and the
print media will be invited to speak at
private sessions. They'll give practi-
cal advice on how to network and
push open the doors of journabism.

The Club also plans to arrange
special trips to newsrooms,
magarincs, t.v. and radio stations. It
will hold contests and seminars to
promote journalistic excellence.

Omnce the club becomes a chapter
of SPJ, members will also be able to
seek assistance through Careernet, a
service designed to help members

find their first job.

The Society of Professional Jour-
nalists has over 300 chapters and a
membership of 20,000, which in-
cludes students and professional
journalists nationwide.

Belonging to the Journalism Club
is a great way to establish connections
within the business world. "We hope
to set up a network for members to
keep in touch with one another after

raduation,” says Les Brownlee,

ulty advisor, "and also to let other

members know about job oppor-
tunities.” --Lynda Horton

MAGAZINE
PROGRAM NEWS

This Spring, we added two new
coursgs to the growing magazine

ogram. It's now probably the
largest such undergraduate program
in the country. At present, a student
can be a periodicals specialist by
taking 15-18 magazine credits as part
of a 36-credit journalism require-
ment.

The new courses for Spring arc
Photo Editing and Design for
Editors.

Photo Editing is rarely taught clse-
where, and we are fortunate to have
the manager of Playboy's Photo
Department, Jeff Cobhen, to impart
some of the tricks he’s learned in this
fascinating trade. Jeff was a free
lance photographer for many years,
for Playboy and others, and was hired
by yours truly in the */0s to work full
time as an editor in the Playboy or-
ganization. He is running a truly
complex organization today, and says
he enjoys sha.rmg;hls knnwle.dge.mﬂ:t
our young magazine majors.

Burt Winick, a full-time faculty
member in Columbia’s Art Depari-
ment, has joined us to teach a unique
art course. The course is dedicated
to teaching layout, design and typog-
raphy -- essential magazine skills -- to
those of us who do not have artistic
talent. True, on most magazines an
art director designs the magarine.

But editors, many of whom cannot
draw a lick, must understand, and

often must supervise this process.
Burt will teach them how.,

Burt has had a great deal of ex-
perience in publication design.
Apart from his experience as Art and
Production Director of Cahners,
which did 12 publications, he has had
his own design company, called
Visual Communications, and he has
been involved with the design or re-
design of about 50 magazines.

The other courses, which include
production and editing courses (two
different kinds), are taught in alter-
native seasons.

Qur ultimate goals with this
program are two: First and foremost,
to help students locate entry level-
jobs with many of the special-interest
magazines located in the Chicago
area; and secondly, to build up
enough experience within the school
to start our own ine. More

about that in future issues of Inside
Journalism, --Nat Lehrman
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