
CAAN Chapters,
Coast to Coast

CAAN:

Atlanta
Despina “Desi” Damianides (B.A. ’03)

curlybrown25@aol.com

CAAN:

Chicago Central
Bill Cellini Jr. (B.A. ’94)

calascio@earthlink.net

CAAN:

North Suburban Chicago
Joan Hammel (B.A. ’86)

joan@joanhammel.com

CAAN:

Southwest Suburban 
Chicago  
Chris Richert (B.A. ’99)

crichert@colum.edu

CAAN:

Denver
Pat Blum (B.A. ’84)

pbcaanden@aol.com

CAAN:

Detroit
Patrick Duffy (B.A. ’02)

23duffer@msn.com

CAAN:

Los Angeles
P.A. Cadichon (B.A. ’01)

CAAN@TheIndieCafe.com

CAAN:

New York
Richard Matson (B.A. ’98)

Richard@matsonfilms.com

CAAN:

Phoenix
Don Fox (B.A. ’85)

columalum@cox.net

CAAN:

San Francisco
Michelle Passarelli (B.A. ’99)

mpassarelli@gmail.com

We CAAN!
Columbia Alumni  Association & Network 
                    Connects Alumni  From Coast to Coast

	by Josh Culley Foster (B.A. ’03) 
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It’s All Who 
You Know

Okay, not really—what you know 
can take you far as well. But being 
well connected doesn’t hurt. As 
P.A. Cadichon, president of the 
CAAN: Los Angeles chapter, puts it, 
“Being an artist is hard enough! 
The entertainment industry is 
built on relationships. Everyone 
who gets somewhere got there 
through someone else in some 
way, shape, or form.”

Helping to create this professional 
network is at the core of CAAN. 
Through events, networking 
opportunities, and our extensive 
online community, theLoop (more 
on this later), CAAN works to 
connect passionate, talented 
alumni with one another through 
the college. 

Our alumni are out there changing 
the world. They have won some 
of the most coveted awards in 
their fields, such as Academy 
Awards, Tonys, Emmys, and 
Grammys—outside recognition 
of their accomplishment and 
influence. They are joined by 
thousands of other alumni who 
are working in their fields, perhaps 
a bit further from the spotlight, 
making a difference in our culture. 
These alumni represent a wealth 
of talent that could provide 
valuable mentorship to future 
generations of Columbia students 
and alumni. Helping these cultural 
contributors connect holds the 
promise of improving the careers 
of future alumni and increasing the 
reputation and value of a Columbia 
education for all alumni.

Columbia has had alumni 
associations in the 
past—even as far back 
as 1895, when you could 
probably fit all our alumni 
around a table. Over the 
years, Columbia alumni 
associations have come 
and gone, their form 
and function changing 
as the college itself has 
changed. And as any 
Columbia alum knows, 
the college has changed 
a lot recently! 

To reflect those changing 
needs, the Columbia 
Alumni Association & 
Network (better known 
as CAAN) was formed 
in May 2006 to unite 
our alumni, who are 
increasingly dispersed 
across the country and 
around the globe. Over 
the past months, CAAN 
chapters in Atlanta, 
Chicago, Detroit, Denver, 
Los Angeles, Nashville, 
Phoenix, Seattle, and 
San Francisco have met 
to network, share stories 
about their time at 
Columbia, and talk about 
how CAAN volunteers can 
work together to create 
a strong, supportive, 
national alumni 
association to benefit 
past—and future—
graduates of Columbia 
College Chicago.
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A Grassroots 
Effort

As much as the college may desire 
it; as hard as the Office of Alumni 
Relations  works to achieve it; 
the success of CAAN really rests 
in the hands the alumni who see 
its value and will work to make it 
a successful organization: alumni 
volunteers who want to make 
phone calls, write letters, get 
together, and reach out to those 
are not yet involved. 

Since CAAN was formed at 
Manifest 2006, the Office of Alumni 
Relations has received emails and 
phone calls from alumni all over 
the country who want to be those 
volunteers. The people who contact 
us are excited about CAAN and 
what it signifies about Columbia 
as a mature institution. They want 
to be part of extending the promise 
and prominence of “the little art 
school that could” that’s grown up 
to be one of the hottest colleges 
in the country by making it even 
better, and their ties to the school 
even stronger. 

Want to 
Know More? 

Knowledge is power, and 
CAAN wants to empower you, 
as alumni, to make the most 
of your unique Columbia 
connection. To that end, we 
have implemented an advanced 
online community for our alumni 
called theLoop. 

TheLoop is a powerful tool for 
the college to keep alumni, well, 
in the loop about events, news, 
and opportunities involving the 
college community. 

Once logged in to theLoop, 
alumni can update their 
profiles, choose the sorts 
of communications they would 
like to receive, check out their 
local CAAN chapter, search the 
alumni directory for old friends, 
post classifieds, and more. 
The system is constantly being 
improved and expanded, largely 
through input and feedback 
from alumni. If you haven’t 
visited yet, give it a spin: 

www.colum.edu/alumni. 
Let us know what you think!

Columbia College Chicago is an institution on the move. 

Come help us create change!

For more about CAAN and how to get involved, visit us at 

www.colum.edu/alumni. Or 

email Josh Culley Foster, national director of alumni relations, 

at jculleyfoster@colum.edu. 

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Alumni Services & Benefits
The Office of Alumni Relations actively works to provide you with meaningful benefits and services to aid your success. 
For more detailed information, you may contact www.colum.edu/alumni and click the “Alumni Services” link.

Career Services 
ColumbiaWorks—a free online employment resource 
available to degreed alumni. Alumni may post and 
search job opportunities here.

Monthly Networking Meetings
Meet and mingle with alumni in Chicago, LA, and 
New York every month. Go to www.colum.edu/alumni 
and click on “Alumni Events” for details and events 
in other cities.

Online Directory 
Search for old friends, new networking contacts, 
and fellow alumni by region, major, company and 
other information. Visit the alumni website and 
click “Search the Directory” link.

College Services 
Order your transcripts online at www.colum.edu/
records or call 312.344.7769 or 7224 for 
assistance with transcript requests.

Diplomas 
Haven’t received your diploma or need a copy? 
Send us an email with your name, grad year, and 
current address: alumni@colum.edu.

Get Your Alumni Card 
Your alumni card grants you access to useful 
campus resources such as open computer labs, 
the Columbia College library, and free fitness center 
access. Call 312.344.7802, email alumni@colum.
edu, or visit the Office of Alumni Relations at 
600 S. Michigan Ave., Suite 400, Chicago, IL.

Donors of $1,000 or more annually 
to any area of the college are recognized 
as members of the President’s Club, 
the most prestigious giving society at 
Columbia College Chicago.

Our generous President’s Club donors 
enjoy exclusive invitations to several 
new and exciting events featuring 
celebrities in the arts.

To learn more:
Call Kim Clement at 312.344.7084 
or visit www.colum.edu/giving.

         We invite you 
to join us in bringing talent 
    to life … Become a 
       President’s Club member!

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C l u b
C O LU  M BI  A  C O LLE   G E  C HI  C A G O
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In 1950, only 12 percent of American households had television sets. 

By the time this photo was taken in 1960, the number was 87 percent and climbing (it’s held steady at 98 percent since 

1980). *  This staged photo was taken in Thaine Lyman’s Television Production Workshop class in 1960, according to Truman 

P. Reed (Theater, ’61), left, and Greg Govi (Television, ’61), who contacted us after seeing the picture in the fall issue of DEMO. 

“I think we were told to be ‘acting’ like we were planning a TV shoot, so we moved the camera models around,” recalls Reed. Even 

in 1960, by the way, students didn’t generally wear suits to class. “We would usually wear nice slacks and a sports shirt, unless 

there was some special occasion, then a coat or tie. Jeans were never worn,” says Reed. On the day this photo was shot, “we 

might have been told that the college was going to shoot some publicity pictures, so come dressed up.” *  Heidi Marshall is 

the Columbia College Chicago archivist. If you have any photos, Columbia newspapers, college catalogues, or other materials you 

think might be of interest for the archives (especially pre-1990), let her know! Email hmarshall@colum.edu or call 312.344.8689. 

Visit the Columbia archives online at www.lib.colum.edu/archives

In our last issue (fall 2007) we asked you to help us identify some photos from our archives. 
See what you told us at www.lib.colum.edu/archives/identify_photos.  

By Heidi Marshall
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CAPTIONS    Photos by Jon Cancelino  (M.F.A. ’08):  [ above ]  Group @ Getz  [ 1 ]  Henry Springs (B.A. ’01) displays his improv

 		        skills at a Second City session.  [ 2 ]  Second City’s Piero Procaccini and Jet Eveleth (B.A. ’07) joke around with 

alumni. Photos by Robyn Martin-Farej  (B.A. ’05):  [ 3 ]  Sarah Schroeder (B.A. ’00) goes head-to-head with Chris Schroeder 

(B.A. ’07) in a foosball match.  [ 4 ]  Sarah Schroeder (B.A. ’00) and P.A. Cadichon (B.A. ’01) team up for a game.  [ 5 ]  John O’Toole 

and Cherisse Ciangi (’08) play a game of foosball.  [ 6 ]  Richard Matson (B.A. ’98), Chris Schroeder (B.A. ’07), Josh Culley-Foster 

(B.A. ’03) and Robert Rudner (B.A. ’75) break from a ping-pong game. Photos by  Tim Nurczyk  (B.A. ’08):  [ 7 ]  Michelle 

Passarelli (B.A. ’99), Alfred Szymanski, and Connie Hilliard (B.A. ’97) connect over coffee and breakfast before a CAAN session.

[ 8 ]  Connie Hilliard (B.A. ’97) and Sammie Cheston (B.A. ’02) collaborate during a CAAN session.  [ 9 ]  Julie Ellis (B.A. ’75, right), Kim 

Thornton (B.A. ’06) and Jane Bishop Lillegard (B.A. ’85) converse with Josh Culley-Foster (B.A. ’03) at the Presidential Luncheon.

[ 10 ]  Alumni at the Presidential Luncheon reconnect with each other.  [ 11 ]  Jane Bishop Lillegard (B.A. ’85, right), Sandra Duncan 

(B.A. ’95), Ronald Lawless (B.A. ’82), James Peterson (B.A. ’06), Alfred Szymanski listen to fashion veteran Nena Ivon. She was 

giving alums a private tour of Saks Fifth Avenue on Michigan Ave.  [ 12 ]  Dr. Warrick L. Carter presents an update on the current 

state of Columbia.  [ 13 ]  Christy Herndon (B.A. ’99) takes advantage of a question and answer session with President Carter during 

the Presidential Luncheon.  [ 14 ]  Nena Ivon leads alums a private tour through one of the many departments at Saks Fifth Avenue.

[ 15 ]  Debbie Smith (B.A. ‘05) sizes up her next move.  [ 16 ]  PA Cadichon (B.A. ’01) chalks his cue before breaking as Chris 

Schroeder (B.A. ’07) and James Peterson (B.A. ’06) look on.  [ 17 ]  Eric Lindahl (B.A. ’06, left), Donald Baiocchi (B.A. ’04), Christa 

Poskozim and Joris Soeding (B.A. ’02) attend a reception at Goose Island.  [ 18 ]  James Kinser (M.A. ’05, left), Sheila Parekh, Nadine 

Arroyo Rodriguez (B.A. ’93) and Pedro Rodriguez pose for a picture. 

Thank you to everyone—alumni, students, faculty, and staff—who made 

our Homecoming & Reunion on the weekend of October 19-20 such a terrific 

success! From a highly competitive students vs. alumni ping-pong match to a 

lesson in humor from the comedy professionals of Second City and a Saturday 

night reception at Goose Island Brewery, the program was diverse enough to suit 

everybody’s tastes. *  The tremendous feedback we’ve received has us all looking 

forward to next year, and we’re planning a schedule that is sure to delight. Visit 

www.colum.edu/alumni regularly to stay current with all alumni events, including next 

year’s reunion, October 3–4, 2008. It’s our great pleasure to welcome you “home!”

homecoming
&reunion’07

18

13



S PE  C I A L  EVEN    T S

Up Close with … Diahann Carroll
February 14, 7:30 p.m.
The Dance Center
1306 S. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: complimentary at 
312-344-6600 or  
www.colum.edu/tickets
A Tony and Golden Globe award 
winner and Emmy, Grammy, and Oscar 
nominee, Diahann Carroll has most 
recently guest-starred in a recurring 
role on “Grey’s Anatomy” and appeared 
around the country in her new one-
woman show. Join us for a conversation 
with this entertainment legend about 
her history-making career.

Manifest 
Urban Arts Festival 2008 
May 16
Fashion Columbia
May 14
Experience an explosion of art, 
performance, and energy in the 
South Loop at Columbia’s annual 
public celebration of student work! 
For event information and to watch 
a video of Manifest 2007, visit 
www.colum.edu/manifest

Diahann Carroll
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M U S I C

The Chicago Jazz EnsembleTM

Celebrating Genius
March 14, 8:00 p.m. 
Harris Theater 
205 E. Randolph
Tickets: $15-45 at 
312.344.6600 or 
www.colum.edu/tickets
Commemorating Titans: Happy 90th 
birthday to Nat, Diz, Ella & Monk. Join 
Jon Faddis and the CJE in celebrating 
the musical legacy of these four 
exceptional musicians. 

The Chicago Jazz EnsembleTM

A Triumph of Trumpets
April 11, 8:00 p.m.
Harris Theater
205 E. Randolph
Tickets: $15-15 at 312.344.6600 
or www.colum.edu/tickets
Special guests Randy Brecker, Tom 
Harrell, Terell Stafford and Lew Soloff 
celebrate the importance of the 
trumpet in jazz music. The group will 
perform music by Louis Armstrong.
 

 

T H E A T E R

West Side Story 
February 13 – 24
Getz Theater
72 E. 11 St.
Tickets: $10 at 
312.344.6126 
or www.colum.edu/theater
A musical scored by Leonard 
Bernstein and choreographed 
originally by Jerome Robbins, this play 
examines relevant social issues. 
 
Winner of the 
Theodore Ward 
African-American 
Play Contest
March 12 – 22
New Studio Theater
72 E. 11 St.
Tickets: $10 at 
312.344.6126 or 
colum.edu/theater
Hundreds of new and established 
playwrights vie for the coveted 
Theodore Ward Prize for African-
American Plays, a prestigious 
first stage for many plays that 
have gone on to professional 
productions in Chicago and 
nationwide.

You Can’t Take It with You 
April 23 – May 4
Getz Theater 
72 E. 11 St.
Tickets: $10 at 
312.344.6126 or 
colum.edu/theater
In this American classic, Tony 
Kirby and Alice Sycamore fall into 
love and inevitably, the slightly 
wacky Sycamore family and 
uptight Kirbys must meet and 
find common ground. A witty, 
madcap comedy.

G A LLE   R IE  S

Book of Origins: 
A Survey of American 
Fine Binding 
January 12 – February 23
Center for Book + Paper Arts 
1104 S. Wabash, 2nd floor
312.344.6630 or 
www.colum.edu/bookandpaper
This traveling exhibition features 20 
contemporary fine bindings by 10 
American binders, from established 
masters to gifted emerging artists. 

Secrets 
March 10 – April 25 
Glass Curtain Gallery 
1104 S. Wabash 
312.344.6643 or 
www.cspaces.colum.edu
This international traveling exhibition 
presents the artwork of eight emerging 
and established Palestinian women 
in collaboration with the work of the 
members of 6+, an American women’s 
art collective. 

Multiply 
February 28 – April 12
A+D Gallery 
619 S. Wabash Ave.
312.344.8009
This group exhbition investigates the 
production of multiplicity-based forms 
in art, design, architecture, science, 
and theory.  

LI  T E R A T U R E

Story Week Festival of Writers: 
Stories Without Borders
Mar. 16 – 21
Locations and schedule at 
www.colum.edu/storyweek
Readings, conversations, panels, 
performances, and book signings 
featuring literary icon Joyce Carol 
Oates, writers Aimee Bender, Junot 
Diaz, ZZ Packer, Fiction Writing 
Department Visiting Artist Colin 
Channer, and other distinguished 
authors, playwrights, editors, 
publishers, and performers.

See more and get more 
information at: 

Events are free unless 
noted otherwise. 

Sherry Wiggins, selection from “Sound of the Ocean,” Peace for 

Joseph (2006), archival digital print. See Galleries: “Secrets.”

Susan Marshall and Company in Cloudless. 

Photo: Nancy Palmieri. See: Dance.
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D A N C E

Susan Marshall & Company  
February 7 – 9, 8:00 p.m.
The Dance Center
1306 S. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: $24-$28 at 
312.344.6600 or 
www.colum.edu/tickets 
Structured as a collection of poetic 
short stories, Cloudless consists of 
18 brief dances that gather emotional 
force as the evening progresses. “As 
profound as the art of dance can get,” 
said the Chicago Tribune.

Urban Bush Women/
Compagnie JANT-BI
March 6 – 8, 8:00 p.m.
The Dance Center
1306 S. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: $24-$28 at 
312.344.6600 or 
www.colum.edu/tickets 
Representing two radically different 
continents, this two-year collaboration 
will culminate in a piece about the 
importance of place and community, 
urban and rural life, and the diversity 
of the African and the African-American 
experiences. 

Armitage Gone! Dance
April 17 – 19
The Dance Center
1306 S. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: $24-28 at 
312.344.6600 or 
www.colum.edu/tickets  
Karole Armitage was christened in 
the 1980s by Vanity Fair magazine 
as the “punk ballerina.” On the 
program are Ligeti Essays and time 
is the echo of an axe within a wood.

S P R I N G ’0 8  E V E N T S
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Whether you’re on the North 

Side, the South Side, the 

East Coast, the West Coast, 

or anywhere beyond or in 

between, if you’re a Columbia 

alum, you’re in theLoop. 

Thousands of your fellow 

alumni have signed on to 

theLoop, Columbia’s new 

alumni website and online 

community. It’s an easy way 

stay involved and in touch. 

Alumni Directory•	

News and Events•	

Class Notes•	

CAAN Chapter Pages•	

Classifieds•	

And much more...•	

Log on today at 

www.colum.edu/alumni 
and get connected!
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wherever you are,
		         you’re in theLoop

For Alumni & Friends of Columbia College Chicago


